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BRITISH  INDIA. 


By  Consul   Lawrence   P.  Brir;ss,    Rangoon. 

The  sea-borne  trade  of  Burma  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March 
31,  11)19,  amounted  to  $224,202,511,  as  against  $175,189,051  for  the 
year  1917-18  and  $192,865,056  for  1916-17.  The  total  value  in 
United  States  currency  of  tlie  import  and  export  trade  in  private 
merchandise  with  foreign  countries,  including  the  British  Empire, 
and  with  the  other  Provinces  of  India  during  each  of  the  years  (the 
fiscal  year  ended  Marcli  31  is  used  througiiout  this  report  unless 
otherwise  r-tated)  1917-1919,  according  to  tli'e  Report  on  the  Maritime 
Trade  and  Customs  Administration  of  Burma  for  the  official  year 
1918-19,  was  as  follov/s : 


Itoms. 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Foreisn: 

Exports 

•563, 38.-),  783 
38, 46G,  273 

567,307,684 
31,957,193 

$81,018,785 
34,357,657 

Import  3 

Total 

101,852,050 

99,264,877 

115,376,442 

India: 

Expo'-t''..   . 

59,703,366 
31,310,234 

44,704,290 
31,219,884 

60  653  485 

Imports 

48,' 172' 614 

Total 

91,013,600 

75, 924, 174 

108, 826, 099 

Total  trade: 

Exports 

123,089,149    112,011,974 

09,776,507     63,177,077 

141    fi79  97n 

Imports 

Grand  total 

192  865  656   i7n  isi  nr.i 

224  20'  541 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  GoA^ernment  stores  Avhich  were 
as  follows:  Exports— 1916-17,.  $598,039;  1917-18,  $1,371,903;  and 
1918-19,  $1,200,527;  and  imports— $1,485,997,  $2,929,594,  and  $3,- 
236,917,  respectively,  for  the  same  years.    Neither  is  coastwide  trade 
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with  other  ports  of  Burma,  which  amounted  to  $10,770,598,  $10,- 
7l6,69{),  and  $12,252,016,  respectively,  during  the  same  periods  in- 
chided.  Most  of  the  trade  in  Government  stores  which  was  with 
India. 

The  increase  in  vahie  of  both  exports  and  imports  was  due  chiefly 
to  higlier  prices,  the  aggregate  trade  being  less  in  volume  than 
during  the  preceding  year.  The  total  quantity  of  exported  goods 
was  probably  slightly  greater  than  during  the  preceding  year,  but 
the  quantity  of  imports  was  much  smaller.  The  outstanding  features 
of  the  year's  trade  were  (1)  the  large  purchases  of  rice  and  beans 
made  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  wheat  supplies;  (2)  the  in- 
troduction of  a  food  control  in  India,  which  restricted  the  ex- 
portation and  fixed  the  price  of  Burma  rice;  (3)  the  anomalous 
position  of  the  piece-goods  market,  due  to  local  oversupply  and  high 
prices  elsewhere,  in  which  local  stocks  were  selling  at  a  lower  price 
than  their  replacement  value;  (4)  the  increased  export  of  mineral 
oils,  particularly  petrol  to  India,  and  of  tobacco,  cotton,  hides,  and 
rubber;  and  (5)  the  great  increase  of  trade  with  Japan.  Most  of 
the  war  restrictions  on  imports  and  exports  Avere  removed  after  the 
signing  of  the  armistice. 

Comparison  of  Price  Levels. 

The  following  table  (taken  from  the  Report  on  the  Maritime 
Trade  and  Customs  Administration  of  Burma  for  1918-19)  shows 
the  variations  in  the  average  prices  of  certain  representative  articles 
in  the  foreign  trade  of  Rangoon,  prices  for  the  fiscal  year  1914 
being  taken  as  a  standard  (the  figures  represent  the  proportional 
declared  value  of  imports)  : 


Articles. 

1913-14 

191G-17 

1917-18 

1918-19 

EXPORT.S. 

Rice                  

Per  cent. 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

ion 

100 
100 
100 

Per  cent. 
103. 3 

83.5 
101.7 
ino.  3 
!2G.  5 
203,1 
128.9 
129.7 

94.  5 

Per  cent. 

91.5 

39.7 
102. '.) 

V)9.  8 
141.8 
188.  0 
139.  f> 
148.  5 

83.7 

Per  cent. 
98.1 

25. 1 

I'arairin                         

109.  8 

Candles      

ion.  2 

Teak-  .'. 

13j.  8 

180.4 

143.0 

232.  6 

56. 7 

100 

106.  5 

S6.7 

106.4 

IMPOliTS. 

Cotton  piece  goods: 

100 

ion 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

121.  4 
111.8 
131. 1 
130.3 
120.2 
lSfi.7 
101.  8 
178.6 
121.  f) 
25G.  8 
103.  4 

154.4 
1.59.  5 
157.8 
181.  3 
130.3 
210.8 
254.8 
175.3 
153. 0 
300.3 
99.0 

218.7 

WMlo                

288.  9 

Colored 

20(1.  0 

255. 7 

176.6 

221. 1 

331.7 

152.5 

Soap 

226.7 

Salt 

265. 2 

109.5 

100 

140.2 

107. 0 

207.5 

o  The  average  index  number  is  worked  out  after  weighing  the  selected  items  according  to  their  relative 
imporlonce. 

The  above  figures  indicate  a  rise  of  10  per  cent  in  the  price  of  ex- 
ports as  compared  Avith  prices  of  the  preceding  year.  This  is  more 
than  accounted  for  by  the  ri.se  in  the  price  of  rice,  when  the  relative 
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importance  of  rice  as  an  export  is  considered.  There  was  a  drop  in 
the  price  of  a  few  other  important  exports,  notably  rubber,  lead,  and 
teak;  but  in  general  the  price  of  exports  during  the  past  three  years, 
as  compared  with  those  of  the  normal  years  before  the  war,  have 
been  remarkably  stable.  The  most  notable  features  of  export  prices 
during  the  year  were  the  rise  of  56.6  per  cent  in  the  price  of  raw  cot- 
ton and  the  fall  of  over  33  per  cent  in  the  price  of  crude  rubber. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  price  of  imports  has  shown  a  constant  in- 
crease. The  average  of  prices  for  1018-19  was  more  than  21  per  cent 
higher  than  that  for  1917-18  (wiiich  in  turn  Avas  more  than  14  per 
cent  above  that  of  the  preceding  year)  and  was  more  than  twice  as 
great  as  the  average  for  1913-1-4.  The  rise  in  price  was  greatest  in 
iron  and  steel  and  white  (bleached)  cotton  piece  goods,  and  was 
least  in  articles  like  fish,  sugar,  and  silk,  which  can  be  furnished  by 
the  neighboring  countries. 

Trade  of  Burma  by  Forts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  the  .sea-borne  trade 
(excluding  trade  between  provincial  ports)  carried  on  by  the  various 
ports  of  Burma  during  the  fiscal  years  1918  and  1919 : 


Poi'ts. 

ISIS 

1919 

Foreign. 

Indian. 

To'al. 

Foreign. 

Indian. 

Total. 

Rangoon 

Per  cent. 

8(5.  82 

.31 

c.  .5s 

2.30 

2.91 

.92 

.13 

Per  cent. 

90. 35 

5.90 

.37 

3.37 

.01 

Pcv  cent. 

■    88.34 

2.71 

3.  f,l 

2.76 

1.68 

.52 

.03 

Per  cent. 

85.74 

1.96 

G.23 

2.  .31 

2.6S 

.93 

.10 

Per  cent. 
93.43 
4.83 
.70 
.95 
.02 
.01 

Per  cent. 
89  47 

Bassein 

3.35 

Akvab 

.3.60 

Moiilmcin 

1.65 

Tavo7 

1.39 

Morgiii 

49 

Victoria  I'oint 

05 

Total 

100. 00 

100. 00 

100. 00 

100. 03 

100.03 

100.00 

Principal  Exports  from  the  Port  of  Rancjoon. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from  Burma  to  all 
countries  (including  other  Provinces  of  India)  during  the  three 
fiscal  years  1917,  1918,  and  1919  was  as  follows  (according  to  the 
Annual  Statement  of  the  Seaborne  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Burma 
for  the  official  year  1918-1919)  : 


1919 


Rice  and  paddv S72,  C31, 000 

Petroleum  proJucis 121, 1.30, 637 

Co :  ton 2, 153, 5S3 

Gram  and  pulse 4, 384, 717 

Wood  and  timber 5, 413, 414 

Wolfram  ore 3, 323, 035 

Hides  and  skins,  raw 2,  i91,S72 

Silver 151, 03J 

Rubber 1, 425, 244 

Pig  lead 1  74s,  371 

Tobacco 434, 740 

Cutch 600, 93 1 

Tin 184, OOJ 

Jadestone 303  934 

Lao 277, 715 

All  other  articles 6, 351,  SOS 

Total 125, 0S9, 149 


S60, 103,032 

19,943,757 

3,S14;03S 

5, 452, 751 

4,.SS1,74S 

3, 435, G35 

1,9.38,489 

1,619,000 

1,331,943 

i;652, 015 

5'' 7, 938 

433, 707 

C30, 030 

38.^,  320 

389,323 

5,638,169 

112,011,974 


378,31.5,332 

23, 947, 398 

7,513,233 

7,201,123 

5,135,303 

3,  .593, 913 

2,617,201 

1,9.37,507 

1, 520,  933 

1,383,384 

1,217,923 

575, 220 

42.3,010 

407, 813 

348,117 

5,451,785 

141,672,270 
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Increased  Exports  of  Rice. 

The  export  of  rice  from  Burma  during  1918-19,  both  in  quantity 
and  in  vahie,  was  the  greatest  for  several  years.  The  leadino;  coun- 
tries of  destination  durino^  the  past  three  fiscal  years  are  shown  in 
the  following  table  (given  in  tons  of  2,240  pounds)  : 


Countries  of  destiiution. 


Foreign  countries. 
India 


Tons. 
28, 759 
158, 757 


Tons. 
14,759 
44, 257 


Tons. 
31,078 
47,430 


Total. 


United  Kingdom 

Hollani 

Other  Europe 

Straits  Settlements 

Ceylon 

Dutch  East  Indies 

Japan 

other  Asia 

Australasia 

Egypt 

Other  Africa 

British  North  America . . 

Other  North  America 

South  America 

Other  Britisli  possessions 
Other  foreign  countries . . 
India 


187, 51G 


316,429 
33,949 

57, 686 

252, 882 

192, 868 

169, 043 

6 

19, 139 

15, 142 

2,330 

36, 159 

200 

81,128 

6,209 


59,007 


"78, 508 


522,815 

7,730 

207, 548 

288, 552 

164,580 

128, 439 

42,313 

4,437 

46, 267 


261,167 


30, 253 


2,748 
869, 170 


49, 870 

1,107 

564 

4,125 

601,015 


302, 179 

331,779 

185,900 

112,145 

205,068 

7,492 

10, 368 

50, 503 

38,375 

3,101 

87,684 

2,979 

1,761 

7,491 

797, 674 


Total 2,055,688  1,999,624 


2,408,663 


The  chief  features  of  the  rice  trade  of  Rangoon  during  the  year 
were  a  great  decrease  in  the  amount  of  rice  shipped  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  increases  in  the  amount  shipped  to  the  rest  of  Europe, 
particularly  France  and  Italy,  and  to  North  America,  and  Japan. 

The  distribution  of  Burma  rice  during  the  year  was  entirely  in 
the  hands  of.  the  Government,  as  a  rice  commissioner  had  been  ap- 
pointed in  January,  1918,  to  purchase  for  Europe,  and  export  to 
other  countries  was  subject  to  license.  Late  in  1918  a  food  con- 
troller for  India  was  appointed  with  power  to  fix  a  maximum  price 
and  to  deal  with  applications  for  exportation,  India  getting  first 
consideration. 

Forest  Products. 

Ordinarily  teak  ranks  third  in  value  among  Burma's  exports;  but 
during  1918-19  it  yielded  place  to  both  cotton  and  beans.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  exports  of  teak  and  other  timber  during  the  three  fiscal 
years  under  consideration : 


Timber. 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Teak: 

Cubic 
tons. 
21,018 
145,518 

Cubic 

tons. 

14,5.59 

114,886 

Cubic 
tons. 
27,463 

India 

88,711 

Total 

169,  .536 

129,445 

116,174 

other  limber: 

Foreign  countries 

278 
19,637 

67 
11,605 

71 

India 

4,260 

Total 

19,915 

11,672 

4,331 

Grand  total 

18J,451 

141,116 

120,505 
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The  quantity  of  teak  and  other  timber  exported  from  Burma  dur- 
ino-  1918-19  was  the  smallest  for  many  years.  This  decrease  was 
due  chiefly  to  lack  of  tonnage  and  the  unsettled  conditions  following 
the  close  of  the  war.  The  quantity  of  teak  exported  from  Moul- 
mein  during  1918-19  was  11,2G3  cubic  tons  as  against  24,301  cubic 
tons  in  1917-18  and  43,888  cubic  tons  in  191(5-17.  The  balance  was 
exported  from  Rangoon.  An  increasingly  large  quantity  of  the 
teak  exported  from  Burma  comes  across  tlie  border  or  down  the 
rivers  from  Siam;  this  amount  increased  from  8,436  cubic  tons  in 
191C-17  and  7,153  cubic  tons  in  1917-18  to  17,549  cubic  tons  in 
1918-19. 

Petroleum  Products. 

Petroleum  products  rank  next  to  rice  among  exports  from  Burma. 
The  cj[uantity  and  value  of  the  various  classes  of  petroleum  prod- 
ucts exported  during  the  fiscal  year  1919  as  compared  with  the  two 
preceding  years  were  as  follows : 


Petroleum  products. 

1917 

1918 

1919 

MINERAL  OILS. 

Kerosene: 

Gallons. 
115,359,000 

21,638,000 
6,722,000 

310,000 
7,521,000 

GalloTtt. 
106,734,000 

18,935,000 
5, 264, 000 

77,000 
5,873,000 

Gallons. 
117  444  000 

Motor  spirit: 

Foreign , 

22  601  000 

1,018,000 

2,047,000 
15  681  000 

Otlier  mineral  oils: 

Foreign 

India 

Total 

154,550,000 

136,883,000         158,791,000 

PAR.WFIN  AND  PRODUCTS. 

Paraffin: 

Foreign 

Hundred- 
weight. 
429,526 
20, 621 

Hundred- 
weight. 
468,282 
17, 980 

Hundred- 
weight. 
463  116 

India 

27  014 

Total 

4.50, 147 

483, 262 

4nn  ISO 

Candles: 

Foreign 

56, 052 
44,558 

76, 906 
41,516 

73  201 

India . . 

64  819 

Total 

100, 610 

118,422 

138  050 

Tlie  year  1918-19  was  a  record  one  for  exports  of  all  classes  of 
petroleum  products.  Most  of  Burma's  mineral  oils  go  to  India, 
while  paraffin  wax  and  candles  go  principally  to  foreign  countries. 
During  the  past  year,  however,  India  has  absorbed  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  Burma's  export  of  wax  candles. 

Increased  Shipments  of  Rubber — Cutch  and  Lac  Exports. 

Other  forest  products  exported  from  Burma  are  cutch  and  lac 
and  with  these  may  be  added  a  plantation  product — rubber.  Eubber 
is  fast  becoming  one  of  Burma's  principal  exports;  4,149,000  pounds 
being  shipped  in  the  fiscal  vear  1918-19  as  against  2,034,000  pounds  in 
1917-18  and  2,301,000  pounds  in  1910-17.  'Most  of  these  shipments 
went  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Cutch  is  an  irregular  commodity,  the  supply  depending  on  the 
number  of  licenses  for  boiling,  issued  by  the  Forestry  Department. 
Most  of  it  is  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom,  where  it  is  used  for 
tanning  and  dyeing.  The  total  exports  of  cutch  amounted  to  79,000 
hundredweight  during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1919,  as  compared 
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with  91,000  and  69,000  hiindreclweicjht  shipped  diirino-  the  fiscal  years 
of  1917  and  1918,  respectively.  America's  imports  of  Burma  cutch 
increased  from  2,800  hundredweight  during  1917-18  to  11,400  hun- 
dredM^eight  during  1918-19. 

There  were  18,929  hundredweight  of  lac  exported  during  the  year 
1918-19, 176  tons  of  which  were  shell  lac  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  remainder,  18,753  hundredweight,  was  stick  lac,  which  came 
from  the  Shan  States  and  China  and  went  to  India.  The  exports  of 
lac  in  the  fiscal  years  1917  and  1918  totaled  24,999  and  17,742  hun- 
dredweight, respectively. 

Exports  of  Minerals. 

The  exports  of  minerals  from  Burma  during  the  past  three  years 
were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Wolfram: 

Tom. 
4,542 

214 
15 

10, 351 
2,813 

3,198 
33 

(a) 

Tons. 
4,744 

300 

lie 

10,  5f)9 
5,824 

2 
14 

'' 1,653,000 

Tons. 
4,799 

Tin: 

Foreign     ■ 

371 

90 

Pig  lead: 

9,223 

8,708 

Zinc: 

Silver: 

''1,973,000 

a  No  statistics  before  1917-18. 


6  Ounces. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  nearl}^  ever}^  kind  of  min- 
eral exported,  but  the  fall  in  the  price  of  some  minerals  has  prevented 
a  corresponding  increase  in  value.  Since  the  close  of  the  period  cov- 
ered by  this  report,  the  price  of  wolfram  has  taken  a  great  drop,  and 
exports  of  this  metal  will  undoubtedly  be  considerably  smaller,  both 
in  quantity  and  in  value,  in  the  following  year. 

Burma  is  also  said  to  be  the  world's  chief  source  of  supply  of  rubies 
and  of  one  kind  of  jade.  The  quantitj^  of  jade  exported  during  the 
year  1918-19  Avas  2,763  hundredweight,  as  against  3,108  hundred- 
weight in  1917-18.  Most  of  this  trade  is  with  Hongkong.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  export  by  sea,  571  hundredweight  went  across  the  frontier 
to  China  during  1918-19,  as  against  500  hundredweight  during  the 
preceding  year.  No  record  is  kept  of  the  exports  of  rubies,  sapphires, 
and  spinels,  as  most  of  tliese  articles  go  out  as  personal  eifects.  The 
value  of  the  trade,  however,  must  be  several  hu]idrcd  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year. 

Cotton  and  Bean  Exports — Trade  in  Hides. 

The  most  striking  fact  in  the  exi)ort  trade  of  Burma  during  1918- 
19  was  the  increase  in  the  exports  of  cotton.  The  purchases  were  as 
follows:  United  Kingdom,  117.346  tons;  India,  81,697  tons;  and 
Japan,  74,526  tons,  a  total  of  273,569  tons,  against  204,871  tons  in  the 
preceding  year.  The  area  in  Buima  devoted  to  cotton  cultivation  has 
increased  greatly  during  the  ])ast  few  years,  and  cotton  will  probably 
hold  its  place  among  exports  from  Burma. 
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The  Royal  Commission  for  Wheat  Supplies  in  England  purchased 
the  estimated  exportable  surplus  of  Burma  white  beans,  amountino;  to 
105,000  tons,  and  exports  elsewhere  were  restricted.  Exports  in  1917- 
18  amounted  to  79.328  tons.  Although  the  1918-19  bean  crop  Avas 
greater  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  prices  have  fallen,  and  it  is 
probable  that  beans  will  not  rank  as  high  among  Burma's  exports  as 
formerly. 

The  quantity  of  hides  exported  from  Burma  during  the  fiscal  year 
1919  was  150,954  hundredweight,  as  compared  with  140,736  hundred- 
weight in  1918  and  160,406  hundredweight  in  1917.  Of  the  1919  ship- 
ments 76.478  hundredweight  were  sent  to  foreign  countries,  chiefly  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Italy,  and  74,476  hundredweight  to  India. 

Principal  Articles  Imported. 

The  value  of  tlie  principal  articles  imported  into  Burma  during  the 
fiscal  years  1917,  1918,  and  1919  (according  to  the  Eeport  on  the  Mari- 
time Trade  and  Customs  Administration  of  Burma  for  the  official 
year  1918-19)  is  given  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


191S 


Cotton  piece  coods 

Jute  manufactures 

Cotton  twist  and  yarn 

Metals '. 

Provisions 

Spicc3 

Coal 

Tobacco 

Gram  and  pulse 

Sugar 

Oils 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Silkand  manufacture" 

Cotton  manufactures,  n.  e.  s. 

Fish 

Machinery  and  millv.'ork 

Matci-ie:^." 

Liquors 

Fruits  and  vejietaljle? 

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Salt 

Woolen  goods 

Building  materials 

Ships,  parts  of 

Apparel 

Haberdashery  and  millinery. 

Soap '. . 

Drugs  and  msdicinss 

Earthenware 

Chemicals 

Tea 

Leather  goods 

Boots  and  shoss 

G lass  End  glassware 

Paints  and  painters'  material 

Motor  cars .' 

All  other  articles 

Total 


822, 158 
053, 550 
900, 109 
762,033 
590, 504 
120, 052 
158, 779 
914,481 
S?9,SG1 
384,f)Sl 
937, 191 
973, 852 
4.56,381 
962, 173 
264,641 
294,165 
(V)),20r 
0i)5,2S7 
908,413 
653,409 
332,772 
553, 818 
640,107 
286, 475 
425, 305 
940, 208 
612, 855 
339, 682 
350, 3«S 
270, 577 
320, 865 
283, 230 
425,007 
258, 898 
284, 204. 
753, 010 
026,595 


S13, 412, 723 

4,091,104 

3,321,873 

4,12.5,818 

2,  .572, 107 

1,8.51,865 

1,867,114 

2,435,197 

1, 768, 161 

2,024,464 

1,694.191 

1,95.5,684 

1,295,138 

1,417,449 

1,049,217 

1, 108, 589 

706,291 

033,070 

577.491 

470, 428 

494, 112 

395, 160 

696,234 

699, 154 

374,396 

458,749 

858, 775 

333,517 

331,246 

345, 197 

278,364 

252,409 

241,378 

230,997 

258, 249 

2.5!),  787 

8,000,379 


.516,926,985 

9, 764, 146 

6, 479, 582 

5, 820, 659 

2,685,981 

2, 495,  .541 

2,265,518 

2;  248, 972 

2,2.30,155 

1,863,869 

1,691,920 

1, 613, 407 

1,542,356 

1,480,714 

1,340,883 

1.190,995 

1;  127, 081 

1,011,90s 

730, 624 

696, 883 

606, 690 

585,331 

576.842 

553,808 

542, 777 

535,639 

523, 635 

459, 398 

441,878 

422, 088 

362,716 

358, 174 

294, 585 

255,329 

213,477 

70, 720 

10,520,996 


09,776,507  I  63,177 


077 


82, 530, 271 


Discrepancies  betAveen  these  figures  for  the  fiscal  years  1917  and 
1918  and  those  given  for  the  same  years  in  the  1'918  annual  report 
are  due  to  the  fact  that  th.e  figures  of  the  earlier  report  generally 
include  trade  with  the  other  ports  of  Burma. 
Cotton  Goods  Trade. 

Cotton    ])iecc   goods   constitute   by    far   the   leading   import    into 
Burma.     The  condition  of  the  piece-goods  market  during  the  year 
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was  a  rather  abnormal  one.  An  investigation  in  July,  1918,  siiowed 
that  there  was  about  a  year's  stoclc  on  hand  and  imports  continuing 
to  arrive  regularly,  and  that  local  retail  prices,  while  very  high, 
Avere  less  than  the  replacement  i)rices.  This  abnormal  condition 
led  to  considerable  speculation  and  it  was  not  until  near  the  end  of 
the  year,  when  upcountry  stocks  had  begun  to  be  depleted,  that  much 
real  business  was  done. 

The  quantity  of  the  various  classes  of  cotton  piece  goods  imported 
into  Burma  during  each  of  the  three  years  ended  March  31,  1917, 
1918,  and  1919,  was  as  follows : 


Cotton  goods. 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Gray,  unbleached; 

United  Kingdom 

Yards. 
9, 12S,  072 
874,966 
13,985,786 

Yards. 
3,982,975 
57,5, 832 
11,979,410 

Yards. 
774, 20 1 

3, 293, 280 

12,767,930 

Total        

23,989,424 

16, 53S,  217 

16, 835, 480 

White,  bleached; 

31,441,984 

793,490 

9,000,103 

24, 488, 557 

522, 699 

12, 884, 239 

12, 069, 421 

1,190,036 
10, 495, 394 

India  

Total           

41,235,577 

37,895,495 

23, 754, 851 

Colored,  printed  or  dyed; 

United  Kin^'lom 

39,080,679 
9,318,370 

7,278,791 
27,933,295 

27, 199, 135 

3,669,587 
3,528,080 
25,849,394 

13,321,430 

926, 593 

other  foreign  countries 

9, 448, 763 

India 

39,  SIS,  460 

Total 

83,620,135 

00, 246, 196 

03,515,252 

The  principal  feature  of  the  import  trade  in  piece  goods  was  the 
decline  in  the  amount  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Netherlands  and  the  increase  of  imports  from  other  foreign  coun- 
tries, especially  Japan,  and  from  India.  The  decrease  in  amount  of 
each  class  of  piece  goods  imported  from  foreign  countries  was,  re- 
spectively, 11  per  cent,  47  per  cent,  and  31  per  cent,  (jray  goods 
alone  showed  an  increase  in  value,  consisting  chiefly  of  long  cloth 
and  shirtings  from  Japan. 

Imports  of  cotton  tAvist  and  yarn  increased  nearly  50  per  cent  in 
quantity  and  nearly  100  per  cent  in  value  during  the  year.  Most 
of  this  commodity  came  from  India  and  a  good  proportion  of  it 
went  across  the  border  into  the  Chinese  Province  of  Yunnan.  The 
amount  of  twist  and  yarn  imported  into  Burma  by  sea  during  the 
fiscal  year  1919  Avas  14,180,017  pounds — 605,688  pounds  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  92,923  pounds  from  other  countries,  and  13,421,- 
40G  pounds  from  India — compared  Avith  11,780,235  pounds  in  1918 — 
540,727  pounds  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  11,245,508  pounds 
from  India— and  14,931,025  i)ounds  in  1917—1,098,173  pounds  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  9,200  pounds  from  other  countries,  and  13,- 
823,652  pounds  from  India. 

Cotton  manufactures  other  than  piece  goods  imported  into  Burma 
consist  chiefly  of  soAving  thread,  hosiery,  blankets,  canvas,  lace  and 
patent  net,  liandkerchiefs,  and  shaAvls.  Excepting  liosiery  no  sta- 
tistics of  quantities  imported  are  given  for  these  articles,  but  the 
quantity  of  each  of  these  articles  imported  during  1918-19  Avas  con- 


BEITISI-I   INDIA BURMA. 


9 


siderably  less  than  that  diirino-  the  precedino-  year.  Hosiery,  blan- 
kets, handkerchiefs,  and  shawls  came  chiefly  from  Japan,  canvas, 
lace  and  patent  net,  from  tlie  United  Kingdom. 

Jute,  Silks,  Woolens,  and  Other  Textiles. 

Jute  mannfactiires,  chiefly  gunny  bags  from  Calcutta,  hold  second 
place  among  textile  imports.  The  quantity  of  these  imports,  which 
varies  with  the  importance  of  the  paddy  crop  and  the  amount  of  rice 
stored,  milled,  and  exported,  increased  during  the  past  year,  but 
accurate  statistics  have  not  yet  appeared. 

Imports,  by  sea,  of  silk  and  silk  goods  during  1918-19,  while 
greater  in  value  than  those  of  the  two  preceding  years,  were  some- 
what less  in  quantity.  The  figures  for  the  fiscal  years  1917,  1918, 
and  1919  were  as  follows : 


Silk  goods. 

1017 

1918 

1919 

Raw  silk: 

China 

Straits  Settlemeuls 

Other  countries 

pounds.. 

do 

do.... 

do.... 

yards.. 

do 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do 

103,  724 
23, 127 
l-U.O^'-o 

2S,114 
3,410 

28, 2SS 

39, 245 
2,914 

7,574 

Total 

170, SSO 

59,812 

49, 733 

Piece  goods: 
Pure- 
Japan 

United  Icin^dom 

Other  countries 

3,9G3,194 

30,31C 
131,497 

4, 491, 605 

3,380 
52,081 

3,72S,8f>3 
25,52j 
81, 293 

Total 

4,12J,G07 

4, 547, 006 

3, 835, 685 

Mixed— 

-  Uuitod  Kin:;dom 

Other  countries 

337, 291 
4G,02J 

04, 982 
14, 780 

85,019 
3,079 

Total 

381,317 

79, 702 

88, 098 

nniinds 

Other  sorts 

2,540 

1,030 

l,42u 

In  addition  to  the  silk  imported  by  sea,  raw  silk  forms  the 
most  important  article  brought  across  the  land  frontier  from  Cliina 
and  Siam.  The  imports  ot  raw  silk  by  land  during  the  fiscal  year 
1919  amounted  to  745,GGG  pounds,  valued  at  $1,989,276,  as  against 
320,832  pounds,  valued  at  $660,775,  during  the  previous  year.  The 
total  value  of  raw  silk  and  silk  goods  imported  by  sea  and  by  land 
during  the  past  three  fiscal  years  was  $2,091,000  in  1917,  $2,082,000 
in  1918,  and  $3,686,463  in  1919  as  against  about  $3,700,000  in  1914. 
The  imports  of  silk  into  Burma  have  nearly  reached  pre-war  figures, 
although  the  greater  part  of  it  now  comes  across  the  land  frontier. 

In  general,  the  imports  of  woolen  goods  were  greater  than  during 
the  preceding  year,  but  less  than  during  previous  years,  and  were 
as  follows  (the  figures  do  not  include  imports  from  India)  : 


Woolen  goods. 


Piece  goods yaids . 

Shawls numb-ir. 

Yarn pounds. 

Carpets  and  rugs do. .. 

Hosiery do. . . 

Other  goods do. . . 


1917 

1918 

405, 954 

270, 551 

19, 19:) 

7,071 

20, 257 

11,473 

40,  749 

39,094 

43,023 

41,210 

130, 719 

65,  98j 

415,302 
24 
31,405 
18,  715 
10, 523 
70.383 
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No  statistics  are  friven  concernino-  the  quantity  of  haberdashery 
and  millinery  and  wearing:  material  imported  into  Burma,  but  it  is 
known  that  the  quantity  decreased  durino;  the  year  under  review. 
Most  of  tliese  articles  come  from  the  United  Kin.Q'dom  and  Japan. 

Ix'on  Leading'  Metal  Import. 

The  princii)al  imports  of  metals  from  foreign  countries  (not  in- 
cluding India)  in  1918-10,  as  compared  with  those  of  the  two  pre- 
vious years,  were  as  follows : 


Iron  and  steel: 

Pis  iiou tons 

Sheets  and  ulates do.. 

Pipes,  tubes,  and  (itlinps do.. 

Nails,  'rivets,  and  washers do. . 

Beams,  pillars,  girders,  etc do.. 

Other  manufactures do. . 

Zinc hundrel7.'eiaht 

Tin do.. 

B  rass do . . 

Copper do.. 

Lead do.. 

Other  metals do. . 


1917 

1918 

40 
S,252 

7,327 

]0,S85 

5, 19S 

3,523 

1,93S 

47 

39 

6,003 

3,0';)3 

5, 39fi 

8,120 

212 

1,4^9 

1,329 

1,991 

1,044 

1,300 

1,654 

989 

4,322 

1,194 

65 
105 

371 
,403 
38 
793 
234 
313 
990 
923 
6S(i 
313 


During  1919  the  United  Kingdom  furnished  59  per  cent  and  the 
United  States  16  per  cent  of  the  metals  imported  into  Burma,  as 
against  36  per  cent  and  44  per  cent,  respectively  during  the  preceding 
year. 


Value  of  Hard'ware  Imports. 

Imports  of  hardware  and  cutlery  are  not  given  by  quantity 
value  of  the  principal  classes  imported  was  as  follows : 


The 


Articles. 


1919 


Asricnltural  implements 

Buckets,  tinned,  etc 

Builder's  hardware,  etc 

Domestic  hardware,  etc 

Knanieled  ironware 

Implements  and  tools,  etc 

Lamps: 

Metal 

Glass 

Parts  of 

Safe:'  and  strontj  bo:iC3  of  metal. 
O  ther  hardware 


S29, 
IC, 

124! 
179, 


S23,3-)9 
16,871 
4ri,74'') 

;»,90) 

77, N64 
138,203 

48,665 

324 

25,955 

6, 164 

469,455 


?53,S.-6 
5,  MO 
48,016 
36.985 
83,379 

218,344 

53,532 

5,515 

13,302 

1,947 

424,359 


Total 11,127,031 


892,516 


945,075 


Of  the  total  value  of  liardAvare  imported,  the  United  Kingdom 
furnished  $402,(100  in  1919  as  against  $465,000  in.  1918;  Japan, 
$291,000,  as  against  $191,000;  and  the  United  States,  $217,000,  as 
against  $206,000. 

Imports  of  machinery  and  millwork  were  generally  less  than 
during  the  preceding  year,  but  the  purchases  of  metal-working  ma- 
chinery increased  from  about  $72,000  to  about  $260,000. 
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Provisions  and  Other  Foodstuffs. 

The    principal    foodstuffs    imported    into  Burma    from    foreign 
countries  during  the  three  3-ears  under  consideration  were  as  follows : 


Foodstufl's. 


Canned  milk pounds . 

Farinaceous  and  patent  foods hundredweight. 

Canned  and  bottled  provisions do. . . 

Biscuit  and  cakes poimds. 

Butter do. .. 

Sugar: 

Refined  sugar hundredweight. 

Molasses do. .. 

Confectioner}' do. .. 

Saccharine do. . . 

Salt tons. 

Fish hundredweight . 


>,  216, 000 
34, 720 
16, 896 

.,30.'^,000 
91,000 

293, 977 

-  13,118 

2,620 


76, 473 
82,024 


1918 


2, 4S3 
17, 537 

6,814 
99,000 
39, 000 

380, 5S8 

12,  SOd 

729 

50 

24,352 

53,727 


1919 


1,442,000 
19,012 
6,377 
40, 000 
11,000 

394, 465 

7,733 

829 


33, 976 
50,111 


The  decline  in  the  importation  of  provisions  was  due  to  shipping 
restrictions  in  the  United  Kingdom,  whose  supplies  fell  front 
$261,500  in  1018  to  $188,500  in  loil),  and  in  the  United  States,  whosb 
supplies  fell  from  $215,000  to  $55,000.  There  was  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  sugar  imported,  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  the 
preceding  year,  but  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  import,  owing  to 
a  fall  in  price.  The  quantity  of  salt  imported  was  somewhat  greater 
than  that  of  1918,  but  considerably  less  than  that  of  previous  years. 
This  was  due  chiefly  to  increased  production  in  Burma. 

Tobacco,  Spices,  and  Liquors. 

Tobacco  occupies  the  anomalous  position  of  being  both  an  impor- 
tant export  and  an  important  import.  The  better  quality  of  Burma 
tobacco  is  exported  to  Europe,  while  manufactured  tobacco,  cigars, 
and  cigarettes  are  imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  raw  tobacco 
is  imported  from  India  for  the  manufacture  of  Burma  cigarettes  and 
cheroots.  Excepting  cigarettes,  most  of  the  tobacco  imported  into 
Burma  comes  from  India. 

The  principal  spices  imported  into  Burma  are  areca  nuts  (betel 
nuts),  which  come  chiefly  from  (jalcutta.  Chillies,  pepper,  and  car- 
damoms are  the  principal  other  spices.  They  come  principally  from 
India. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  wines  and  liquors  im- 
ported into  India  during  the  past  three  years : 


Wines  and  liquors. 


Ale,  beer,  and  porter 

Cider  and  other  fermented  lie  uors 

Brandy 

Gin 

Rum 

Whisky 

Liqueurs 

Spirit  present  in  drugs,  etc 

other  spirit 

Champagne  and  other  sparkling  wines 

Port  wine 

Sherry,  Madeira,  and  Marsala 

other  wines 

Total 


GalJovx. 

446, 521 

1,218 

47,708 

10,658 

23.759 

78,679 

986 

6,984 

18,631 

2,050 

9,278 

1,758 

15,255 


669, 483 


1918 


Gallov^. 

284, 200 

4,174 

24,642 

5,647 

38, 372 

56, 280 

651 

6,599 

14, 995 

1, 158 

7, 286 

1,466 

7,238 


452, 748 


1919 


Gallons. 

169,069 

125 

38,202 

3,020 

31,295 

47,067 

365 

4,285 

23,321 

345 

6,737 

839 

6,196 


330, 867 
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Trade  with  the  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1919  was  less 
than  that  of  any  of  the  three  precedino;  years,  owing-  chiefly  to  im- 
port and  export  restrictions.  The  principal  articles  imported  from 
the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  years  1917,  1918,  and  1919  are 
shown  in  the  followino-  table : 


Iron  and  steel: 

Nails,  rivets,  and  washers 

Tubes,  pipes,  and  fittings  (wrought) 

Sheets  and  plates- 
Tinned  

Galvanized 

other 

Bars  and  channels 

Screws 

Hoops  and  strips... 

Wire 

Other 

Machinery  and  millwork: 

Mining  machinery 

Boilers 

Electrical  machinery 

Typewriters,  parts,  and  accessories 

Engines 

Oil-crushing  and  refining  machinery 

Metal-working  machinery  (machine  tools) . 

Sawmill  and  woodworking  machinery . 

Sewing  machines  and  parts 

Rice  and  flour  mill  machinery 

other  machinery 

Tallow  and  stearine , 

Cotton  goods: 

Holsery 


Piece  goods- 
Colored 

While 

Gray 

Hardware: 

Implements  and  tools 

Lamps  (chiefly  metal)  and  parts 

Builders'  hardware 

Domestic  hardware 

O  ther 

Provisions: 

Condensed  milk 

Canned  and  bottled  goods 

Farinaceous  and  patent  foods 

other , 

Paper  and  pasteboard: 

I'rinting  paper .' 

Packing  paper , 

Writing  paper  and  envelopes 

Other 

Carriages  and  cars,  and  parts 

Motor  cars  and  cycles,  and  parts 

Manufactures  of  v.ood 

Mineral  oils: 

Lut-ricat  ing  oil 

Kerosene 

other 

Belting  for  machinery 

Arms  and  ammunition 

I'iquors 

Toilet  requisites 

Electrical  apparatus 

Drugs  pn;l  medicines 

Booi  s  and  shoes 

Stationery 

Leather  i  nd  rat  nufacturcs 

Rubl  er  goods 

Ships  (including  launches  f nd  boats)  end  parts. 

Aniline  dyes 

Oilclot  h  and  floor  cloth 

All  other  ftrticles 


Total. 


S2-1f). 
1,  lOo, 

353, 

m, 

47, 
44, 

■5, 
14. 

,S' 
56, 

174, 
21, 
11, 
10, 
39, 


139 

SBl 

CIS 
084 
.5-)4 

sse 

f)8S 
2S1 
270 
274 

508 
855 
367 
P27 
168 
,011 
,666 
7 
,4  PS 
,742 
,336 
,€84 

172 


C20. 
3, 


44, 

166, 


3,995,4t'U 


$165,365 
586, 601 

220, 648 
314,469 
73, 877 
13,217 
709 
15,005 
30, 558 
24, 042 

61,209 
18,041 
33, 022 
23,154 
52,900 

127,312 

14,377 

1,849 

86, 495 

17, 273 

142,548 
72,208 

1,745 


26, 472 
SOI 


54,121 
49, 120 
19, 575 
7  597 
75, 740 

102,119 

4(<,  ^28 
38,829 
15, UoS 

27,571 
6,009 
5,414 
9, 1G3 
2, 7(8 
221,527 
10, 50S 

48,766 

179, COS 

110 

1,717 

9,  f  52 

36,  ,560 

10,392 

13,261 

16, 196 

36,C04 

19,477 

21,618 

18, 538 

71,972 

15,882 

18,037 

174,885 

3.569,990 


1919 


$254, 8Sl 
141,923 

19,338 
2, 106 
123,010 
73,33S 
49, 209 
36,312 
26, 077 
42, 475 

241, 095 

49, 403 

38, 085 

19,217 

14,514 

10, 605 

3,306 

3,091 

135 


147, 652 
315,003 

7,080 


192, 176 

35,500 

1,050 

01,172 
44,491 
28, 932 
4, 729 

77, 800 

101,023 
35,014 
26,515 
25,423 

38,647 
14,087 
13,394 
12, 453 
40,507 
37, 173 
34,972 

30,957 


1,657 

30,240 

28,001 

20,248 

22,837 

22,592 

20, 574 

19,215 

15, 593 

13,399 

11,292 

8,821 

8,  COO 

5,0.-)8 

228, 302 
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Declared  Exports  Show  Slight  Increase. 

The  declared  exports  from  Rangoon  to  the  United  States  during 
2919  were  vahied  at  $2,350,030  as  compared  with  $2,070,874  in  the 
preceding  year.  Cattle  hides,  valued  at  $1,658,808  as  against  only 
$4,05G  in  1918,  were  the  most  important  item.  However,  this  gain 
Avas  offset  by  the  decrease  in  tlie  shipments  of  rice  from  $1,300,621 
worth  in  1918  to  none  during  last  year.  Declared  exports  from 
Rangoon  to  the  Philippines  also  increased  from  $100,420  in  1918  to 
$137,806  during  the  past  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of  the  principal  articles  of  this  trade  during  the  cal- 
endar years  1918  and  1919 : 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes: 

Cutch pounds .  - 

Secdlac do.. 

Wax,  mineral do.  . 

Hides  and  skins  (other  than  fur  s!^-ins),  raw  or  uncured: 

Buffalo,  dry pound.. 

Cattle- 
Dry do.. 

Greener  pickled ....do.. 

Goatskins,  dry do. . 

India  rubber do.. 

lumber  teak  /board  feet., 

i^umoer,  lea.. \cubicfeet.. 

Oil,  peanut pounds. . 

Uicc do.. 

All  other  articles 


Total . 


TO  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

Candles,  wax |cas3s. . . . 

\pounds.. 

Rice,  cleaned do.. 

Wax,  mineral do. . 


Total . 


1918 


Quantity. 


2,033,400 


1,5B8,000 
2S, 719 
13,759 


C,234 

4,480 

521,190 


Value. 


S308, 503 


188, 030 
7,78G 
4,056 


2,249 

2,777 

195,072 


24,632,108 


l,360,e2l 
1,180 


2,070,874 


Quantity. 


201,600 

10,824 

3,225,600 


4,308,828 
3,267,749 


112,215 
29,005 
33,881 

113,077 


87,500 

4,808.209 

322,000 


8,872 
65.431 
2o,117 


100, 420 


297 
303,657 


2,197,080 


Value. 


J31.044 

4,025 

403,370 


1,008,702 
650, 103 


57,142 
10,012 
157,871 
20,350 


798 


2,350,030 


659 

30,787 


106, 420 


137,866 
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